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Initiative “75UN – 75 Trees UNAI SDG7” 
 

Abstract 

The Initiative “75UN - 75 Trees UNAI SDG7” was the participation of the Energy Policy and 
Development Centre (KEPA), as the global hub of the United Nations Academic Impact (UNAI) for 
the 7th Sustainable Development Goal (SDG7), in the celebrations for the 75th anniversary of the UN 
foundation.  

The Initiative aimed at involving citizens in efforts to save and enhance the world's forest wealth.  

To this aim, KEPA addressed its invitation to governments, regional and local governments, all 
forms of legal entities, simple people and especially young people to plant at least 75 trees during 
2020 and take care of them.  

With the support of the Organization for Economic Cooperation of the Black Sea Countries 
(BSEC) seven Member States responded to this invitation while 29 Municipalities from Greece with 
the support of the Central Union of Municipalities responded.  

By the end of 2020, eleven million trees have been declared planted or are about to be planted 
despite the obvious problems of the pandemic.  

Based on the results and especially the willingness of the participants, it was decided to continue 
and upgrade the Initiative for the coming years. 

The Initiative 
The year 2020 coincided with the celebration of the 75th anniversary of the UN and the decision 

of the UNFCCC parties to proceed increasing their National Determined Contributions (NDCs) so as 
to tackle Climate Change. 

The Energy Policy and Development Centre (KEPA) in its dual capacity as Coordinator of the 
Green Energy Network of the Organization of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation (BSEC - GEN) 
and as the global UNAI Hub for the 7th Sustainable Development Goal (UNAI Hub SDG7) participates 
to the celebration events for the anniversary with the initiative “75 UN – 75 trees UNAI SDG7”. 

 The initiative is linked to the appeal of the UN Secretary General to governments and simple 
people of the planet to increase their “ambition” in the combat against Climate Change and the 
protection of the environment. The initiative aspires to contribute to global efforts for the 
reforestation of the planet with the involvement of the academic community, under the supervision 
of the UNAI. 

For the achievement of its targets the Initiative is addressed to governments, municipalities, 
academic institutions, young people and all types of legal entities, inviting them to undertake to 
plant, care and register 75 trees  dedicated to the 75th anniversary of UN and to the efforts to 
reinforce the biodiversity of the planet. 

UNAI Hub SDG7 proposes, wherever there is possibility the number of planted trees to 
increase to multiples of 75 (750, 7500 etc). 

UNAI Hub SDG7 invites those that will respond to the initiative to register at the “UNAI SDG7 – 
Community” with the purpose to register the number of trees that will be planted, to form an 
International Cooperative Initiative (ICI) and exchange ideas for expanding their activities. 
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History  

United Nations Academic Impact (UNAI)  

Prof. Dimitrios MAVRAKIS, Director of KEPA, proposed during the 12th International Conference 
on "Energy and Climate Change" (9-11 October 2019) the initiative as one of the actions that KEPA 
could undertake as the global hub SDG7 of the United Nations Academic Impact (UNAI) for the 75th 
anniversary since the establishment of the United Nations.  

Mr. Ramu DAMODARAN, Chief of the United Nations Academic Impact (UNAI) agreed on the 
action and the planning of its implementation was launched. The action was also discussed during 
the visiting meeting of Mr. Ramu DAMODARAN with the Vice Rector for Academic Affairs and 
Student Affairs of the NKUA, Prof. Mr. Dimitrios KARADIMAS (Annex I). 

In October 2020, as a result of the created momentum at international and national level, UNAI 
posted a relevant article on its website, which is addressed to its 1300 member academic 
institutions (Annex II). The initiative was presented at the 13th Conference on “Energy and Climate 
Change” (7-9 October 2020) by the Chief of the United Nations Academic Impact, Mr. Ramu 
DAMODARAN (Annex III).  

In December, the University of Manitoba (Canada) (UNAI Hub SDG6) announced its participation 
at the Initiative with the planting of 75 Trees (Annex IV).  

 

Black Sea Economic Cooperation (BSEC) 

In January of year 2020, the Organization Black Sea Economic Cooperation (BSEC) sent 
information about the initiative to its Member States and invited them to participate (Annex V).  

In September, the BSEC Organization, in response to the relevant request of KEPA, sent filled 
applications about the initiative for registration from 4 of its member states, while three other 
member states expressed their intention to participate (Annex VI).  

A press release was circulated by the BSEC Organization (Annex VII).  

 

Actions in Greece  

Letters regarding the initiative were sent to the Hellenic Ministry of Education and Religious 
Affairs and to the President of KEDE (Central Union of Greek Municipalities) and the Mayor of 
Trikala Mr. Dimitrios PAPASTERGIOU (these are available only in Greek language) (January 2020).  

In February, a meeting - on the occasion of the letter sent to KEDE - Mrs. Panagiota GAZI from 
KEDE, Prof. Dimitrios MAVRAKIS and Dr. Popi KONIDARI from the side of KEPA, met to discuss the 
initiative and the planning of the next steps with the aim of the participation of Greek municipalities 
to it. KEPA prepared material for shipment to the Municipalities (Annex VIII). 

Because of the situation created by the spread of the COVID-19 virus, the planned activities for 
dissemination and promotion were postponed for a later time.  

At the end of June, KEDE sent to KEPA an initial list of 27 municipalities that had expressed 
interest in participating at the initiative. The first Municipality, which completed the planting of the 
minimum number of 75 trees and registered in the initiative, was the Municipality of Lokroi (Annex 
IX). 

In September 2020, an invitation to participate in the initiative was sent to the Rectors of the 24 
highest educational institutions of the country (Annex X).  
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In mid-October 2020, KEPA invited the interested municipalities to participate in tele-meetings 
in order to coordinate the actions of all entities (Letter available in Greek language). For the period 
November - December 2020, five (5) tele-meetings were held with the participation of the 
interested municipalities. The press releases that are available in English language and were 
distributed during 2020 can be found in Annex XI. Dissemination also took place towards UNAI and 
the BSEC.  

Expression of interest  

KEPA has contacted entities in Japan and Central Asia for participation at the initiative. Through 
the KEPA Newsletter, which is distributed to 29000 recipients in 170 countries, KEPA received the 
following expressions of interest about the initiative  

1. Mykolas Romeris University – Lithuania. Mr.  Eglė Šimkutė, Ιnternational Partnership 

Manager (International Office of the Mykolas Romeris University). 

2. Norwegian Univerisity of Science and Technology - Norway. Mr. Kamalan Rashasingham, 

Senior Engineer, Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering  

3. National Research Centre – Eygpt. Prof.Dr. Mostafa Kamel Abdeldayem.  

4. Fundación Cetemas – Spain. Mrs. Celia Martínez 

5. Open University of Cyprus – Cyprus. Dr. Antonis A. Zorpas 

Chemical Engineer (B.Ch.E., M.Sch.E)/Environmental Engineer (Ph.D). 

 

Results  
At the end of 2020 the results of the initiative are:  

- Participation of 9 countries (Azerbaijan, Armenia, Bulgaria, Greece, Canada, Moldova, 

Romania, Ukraine and Turkey).  

- The dynamics of the initiative is the planting 10,077,625 trees.  

- Participation of 29 Hellenic municipalities out of which 9 have registered in the 

initiative and 5 of them have planted. There is intention to plant more trees (Annex XII). 

These Municipalities are: Lokron, Platanias, Paleo Faliro, Vrilissia, Deskati, Iraklia 

Serron, Chalandri, Eretria and Meteora. 

No. Municipality Number of trees that were planted or will be planted  

1 Lokron 75 

2 Platania 75 

3 Paleou Falirou 75 

4 Vrilission 75 

5 Deskati 150 

6 Irakleias Serron 600 

7 Chalandriou 75 

8 Eretreias 75 

9 Meteoron 150 

. 
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Information about the Initiative will be uploaded at 

Hellenic version of web-site - ΚΕΠΑ - Initiative for trees by KEPA_el (uoa.gr) 

English version of web-site  - ΚΕΠΑ – Initiative for trees by KEPA_en (uoa.gr) 

Facebook - Energy Policy and Development Centre KEPA | Facebook 

Twitter – @EnergyKepa 

Linkedin -  Feed | LinkedIn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.kepa.uoa.gr/index.php/el/home/international-presence/unai/2-uncategorised/169-initiative-for-trees-by-kepa-el
http://www.kepa.uoa.gr/index.php/en/home/international-presence-en/unai/2-uncategorised/170-initiative-for-trees-by-kepa-en
https://www.facebook.com/KEPAteam
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/
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